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Conceptualising Transitivity 

Update June 2023 

Here is my first attempt to produce a system network, with constructions as the end points. The 

semantic field is ‘Communication’. Because the network is too large to show as a single entity, it is 

broken down into three levels.  

 

First level 

 

Second level: paralanguage 
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direct
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paralanguage
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with recipient

V n n sender sends recipient expression

V to n sender signals to recipient

with target V at n sender grimaces at target
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Second level: Action 
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Direct

with action

with hearer

positive

V n to-inf 

person asks person so do

person commands person 
to do

person dares person to do
V n into n person talks 

person into action

V n to n person suggests 
action to person

V n to n person challenges 
person to action

negative

V n from n person 
discourages person from 

action

V n out of n person talks 
person out of action

without hearer

other-directed

positive

V that person directs that

V n person recommends 
action 

negative
V against n person advises 

against action

self-directed

V -ing person proposes 
doing

V to-inf person asks to do

without action

with goods & services

V n person elicits goods

V for n person elicits goods

without goods & services
V with n person pleads 

with person

Commit

with hearer

V n that person promises 
person that

V n to n person promises 
action to person

without hearer

V that person promises 
that

V to-inf person promises to 
do
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Second level: Elicit information 
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with hearer

with message

V n wh person asks 
person what

V n n person asks person 
sth

V n from n

person demands 
information from person

person coaxes 
information from person

with topic
V n about n person asks 

person about topic

without message/topic
V with n person checks 

with person

without hearer

with message V wh person asks what

with topic V about n

person calls about topic

person asks about topic
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Second level: Give information 
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with message

with hearer

V n that

with sayer

with source

V n wh

with sayer

with source

V n n

V n of n

without hearer

with target

V n to-inf

V n n

V n adj

V n as n/adj

V n by n

V n for n

without target

V that

with sayer

with source

V wh

V -ing

V n -ing

V to n

V n by -ing

with topic

with hearer

V n about n

V n at n

V n to n

V n with n

without hearer

with target

V against n

V at n

V of n

V over n

individual

collaborative

without target

V n

V about n

individual

collaborative

V on n (collab)

V to n

with 
metalanguage

V n

V n with n

without content

with hearer

V n

V to n

talk

listen

V with n

with target V pron-refl
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Third level: give information -> with message -> with hearer 
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V n that

with sayer

sayer informs hearer that

sayer reassures hearer that

sayer warns hearer that

person persuades hearer that 

with source entity shows person that

V n wh

with sayer sayer tells hearer what

with source entity reminds hearer what

V n n sayer tells hearer message

V n of n sayer informs hearer of message
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Third level: give information -> with message -> without hearer 
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with target

V n to-inf sayer alleges target to be quality

V n n/adj sayer calls target quality

V n as n/adj

sayer describes target as quality

sayer condemns target as quality

sayer misrepresents target as qualityV n for n

without target

V that with sayer

directness

sayer says that

sayer hints that

affect

sayer concurs that

sayer predicts that

sayer grumbles that

medium

sayer shouts that

sayer writes that

location sayer adds that

with source source says that

V wh

sayer explains what

sayer agrees what

sayers debate what

V -ing sayer describes doing

V n -ing sayer describes event happening

V to n

sayer admits to action

sayer agrees to action
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Third level: give information -> with topic 
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with hearer

hearer focus V n about n

sayer notifies hearer about topic

sayer teases hearer about topic

sayer challenges hearer about topic

topic focus

V n at n

sayer levels criticism at hearer

sayer shouts topic at hearer

V n to n

sayer breaks news to hearer

sayer announces topic to hearer

sayer demonstrates topic to hearer

sayer commends topic to hearer

sayer denounces topic to hearer

V n with n
sayer forges agreement 

with hearer

without hearer

with target

V about n

individual

sayer talks about topic

sayer enthuses about topic

sayer complains about topic

sayer babbles about topic

sayer boasts about 
topic

collaborative
sayers argue about 

topic

V against n sayer rages against topic

V at n sayer grumbles at topic

V of n sayer complains of topic

V over n

individual sayer enthuses over topic

collaborative sayers fight over topic

without target

V n

sayer describes topic

sayer confirms topic

sayer publishes topic

V on n (collab)

sayers talk on topic

sayers agree on topic

V to n

sayer refers to topic

sayer swears to topic
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Third level: give information -> +metalanguage and -content 
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with metalanguage

V n sayer creates discourse

V n with n sayer bandies words with hearer

without content

with hearer

V n

sayer answers hearer

sayer thanks hearer

sayer encourages hearer

V to n

sayer focus sayer talks to hearer

hearer focus hearer listens to sayer 

V with n sayer agrees with hearer

with target V pron-refl sayer explains self


